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Message from the Chairman
As I write, I am still exhausted from the 2016 Bonsai-A-Thon. But I am not alone! It takes many people to put on
the event. This year I personally imposed upon Orange Empire Bonsai Society and Orange County Bonsai Society. I
convinced David and Ken to host the 2016 BAT and that it would be “NO PROBLEM, IT’S EASY”. That being said, the
Harry Hirao Estate was sprung on us, which gave us some interesting new challenges. We had 900 stones, 16 very
large raw California Junipers and various stands, pots, plants and trees; not to mention the entire bonsai estate of Jerry
Madison and the very generous donation of Russel Benson. All the items had to be moved from the bonsai nursery to
the sales area. Without volunteers from both clubs, we could have never moved all the items. A number of stones were
VERY heavy!
THANK YOU SO MUCH KEN, DAVID, ORANGE COUNTY BONSAI SOCIETY, AND ORANGE EMPIRE
BONSAI SOCIETY FOR YOUR HELP!!
Thanks to Kathy Benson who spent a day with me pricing items and, to Nate Simmons, who took time out of his
vendor set up to help price and give us suggestions on several sale items.
Keith Martin did a wonderful job coordinating the instructors for the adult/children’s bonsai class and making sure
all went well.
The sale’s room (okay really our outside sales area) was very well received and
we are discussing doing it again in 2017. Thank you Elizabeth Likes for your cell phone,
credit card swiper, and for being my sounding board, giving me a shoulder to cry on,
and telling me not to worry things will work out when my world is crumbling around me.
Let’s not forget The Huntington: David Maclaren and his staff for set up and for
schlepping the big Cal Junipers down to the sales area, Danielle Rudeen for signs,
coordinating things, tables, always there when we needed her and doing double duty as
Melody Thorpe has been out on a medical leave.
I know I missed and plain forgot people to thank. I am sorry, but you know you
made a difference.

Bill Wawrychuk, Chairman

Thank You for Your 2016 Bonsai-A-Thon Donations
Many, many thanks to all those who made donations to
the 2016 Bonsai-A-Thon Raffle. We were very fortunate
to receive large donations from Kathy Boehme and the
Estate of Harry Hirao.

CLUB CASH DONATIONS
California Bonsai Society
Orange County Bonsai Society
Santa Anita Bonsai Society

CASH DONATONS
$1,000 AND UP
Marybel Balendonck
$100 to $999
Marge Blasingame
Gary Lai
Fred Miyahara
‘lyn Stevenson

DEMONSTRATION TREE DONATIONS
Jason Chan
Ken Fuentes
Peter Macaseib
Paul Minerich
Charles Mashburn
Tak Shimazu
Michael Sykes
Tom Vuong

NON-CASH CLUB DONATIONS
Baikoen Bonsai Kenkyukai
California Bonsai Society
Descanso Bonsai Society
San Diego Bonsai Club
San Pu Kai
San Sui Kai
South Coast Bonsai Association
VENDORS
Jim and Helen Barrett
House of Bonsai-Victoria Lee
Incredible Plants
Chikugo-En Nursery-Gary Ishi
Gary Lai
Phil Hogan & Al Nelson
Ron Reekers
Dick Ryerson

Jason Chan
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DONATONS
Russel Benson
Rishi Bissoon
Peter Bloomer
Kathy Boehme
Louis Camerota
Tom Chen
Peter Chong
Ann Erb
Abe Far
Joyce Gibbs
Sarah Gyer
Estate of Harry Hirao
John Jackson
Estate of Jerry Madison
Wendy Tsai
Steve & Cary Valentine
Cynthia Yuge

Michael Sykes
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Thank You to our 2016 Bonsai-A-Thon Sponsors

Dr. Earth® is considered by many to be the most
innovative organic gardening company in the United
States. After 23 years in business, we know what our
customers demand, and we strive for absolute perfection
with every innovation we introduce. www.dearth.net

Bristol Farms: "To Entice Your Passion For Food
Beyond The Everyday Experience."
www.bristolfarms.com

Armstrong Garden Centers: We have hundreds of
nursery experts to help answer your gardening
questions. We love what we do and we love to share our
knowledge. Our goal is to make you successful in the
garden by taking the guesswork out of
gardening.www.armstronggarden.com
Neptune's Harvest is a division of Ocean Crest Seafoods
Inc., established in 1965 as a wholesale fish and seafood
company. Our fertilizer is made with fresh caught North
Atlantic fish right on the docks of Gloucester, MA using the
remains of the fish after the fillet is removed .
www.neptunesharvest.com

DeWit Garden Tools: Old-fashioned quality combined
with innovative designs make DeWit tools the ultimate
gardener's choice. www.dewittoolsusa.com

Greentisory: Superior Quality Hori Knife with Extra
Thick Leather Sheath - Best Hand Spades in Garden
Tools. www.greentisory.com Sold on Amazon.com

Trader Joe’s: It’s not complicated. We
just focus on what matters
Great food + Great prices = Value.
www.traderjoes.com

July 2016

The GSBF Collection at The Huntington

Page 3 of 6

2016 BONSAI-A-THON
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Ted Matson - GSBF Collection News
We’ve had a busy spring involving the bonsai collections at The Huntington. First and foremost, in February we
essentially completed a 5-year repotting plan so we now have virtually every tree in good soil. The only exceptions are a
couple of olives that we’ll repot as the weather warms.
The overall benefits of having our trees in better soil and receiving more consistent care has been a noticeable
improvement in the health and vigor of all our bonsai--now to the point where the public and staff have made comments
acknowledging the improved appearance. What that ultimately means is that this year we really get to start introducing
more refinement into our bonsai with detailed wiring and branch arrangement.
We’ve had several work sessions this spring, with multiple volunteers assisting in the final repotting sessions,
along with a couple of sessions that were devoted to prepping some of the materials we’d received in donations over the
past year for auction. In some cases, we repotted trees to salvage a better container; in some cases, we merely
trimmed, weeded and cleaned up the trees for better presentation.
One other way we’re accomplishing this is through our curation teams. This spring, Lindsay Shiba came in,
selected a group of deciduous trees, created plans for their refinement, and started the work of improving them--which
mostly consists of repositioning some branches, reducing the amount of heavy structure and replacing it with finer
elements over time.
In addition to Lindsay, David Nguy also formed a curation team consisting of some of his students with the
purpose of taking a group of our collected junipers and working them toward greater refinement and artistic expression.
David and Ted selected around 12 junipers, and the team met on May 5 to start work. On that day, David and his team,
(Ron Reekers, Jason Chan, and Tom Colton) began cleaning a number of trees, but mostly focused on completely
reworking the Mas Moriguchi California juniper. The job took an entire day, and one key branch was reworked to improve
the line somewhat, but the tree is now set up for renewed growth over the next year or two.
One key development in our collections over this winter has been the acquisition of some important tools and
equipment that has improved the work environment. These items came from two gifts, the Jerry Madison estate and the
Harry Hirao estate. Among the items we acquired were another hydraulic lift cart, a nice Mecco turntable (along with
multiple other turntables), wedges, added wire, and soil components. In addition, we’ve been able to assemble a pretty
complete set of bonsai tools so we can provide tools for volunteers who come in to work. In addition to these gifts, Ann
Erb also donated a stand that enables a single person to easily work on the root ball of a large tree. Similar to our “Third
Hand” devices, Ann’s stand is very lightweight, portable and also free-standing.
Another recent gift were 3 flats of trident maples that were a gift from GSBF president Scott Chadd. We will hold
onto these for a future workshop or demo.
Finally, in May, Michael Ryan Bell visited the collections and spent an afternoon going through many of our pots
to give some background and evaluations. Looking only at the empty pots and some of the accessible containers in our
historic pot collection, MRB looked at around 200 containers, and gave background data on over 150 of them. It turns
out that we have a number of very good pots in our collection, and we also have a couple very valuable antiques among
our historic pots (but also discovered that some of our “historic” pots are not as rare or valuable as first deemed). We will
be inviting MRB back at some point in the future to have him look at the containers that have trees planted in them, as
well as the remainder of the historic pot collection. One of the objectives for this effort is to enable us to highlight the
artists or important kilns on our display signage in the future, to create a better educational experience for guests.

Ted Matson and David Nguy
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For More Information about
The GSBF Collection
at The Huntington
Visit our Website:

www.gsbfhuntington.com
Or

GSBF Bonsai Collection
at The Huntington
Chairman
Bill Wawrychuk
b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com
(818) 790-9415
Donations
Bill Wawrychuk
b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com
(818) 790-9415
Financial Donations
Elizabeth Likes
lizlikes@aol.com
(818) 352-3064
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Janice Hale
janicehale2015@gmail.com
(858) 603-5751
Golden State Bonsai Federation
http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org
The GSBF Collection at the Huntington
http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/huntington/
Huntington Library, Art Collections
and Botanical Gardens
1151 Oxford Road
San Marino, CA 91108
http://www.huntington.org
(626) 405-2100
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