
The GSBF collection at the Huntington is a one of a kind venue in Southern California.. We have many 
wonderful activities throughout the year, but of special note is the Bonsai-A-Thon, which this next year is on 
February 28th and March 1st.

It takes many hard working and dedicated volunteers from the Huntington Collection team and 
surrounding bonsai clubs to put together this fundraising and fun event! We are looking forward to your 
participation and support, showing that we are one great family,  Remember, this is all our Bonsai Collection, 
be supportive, be proud.

I would also like to announce that Bill Wawrychuk has been appointed to succeed Bob Ahlstrom as the 
new Chair of the Golden State Bonsai Society’s Huntington Garden Collection, beginning this month.

Bill has been in Bonsai for 23 years, has served as the president of DBS, and he also runs the the 
Thursday volunteers program.

Bill brings a level of deep experience and commitment to the business of bonsai community. We welcome Bill to his new 
responsibilities, and support him in reaching out to Southern California clubs to maintain and improve the GSBF/Huntington bonsai 
collection, and to provide more education to the public and bonsai community at large.

THE GSBF COLLECTION AT THE HUNTINGTON

GOLDEN STATE BONSAI FEDERATION COLLECTION SOUTH
SEMI-ANNUAL NEWSLETTER

Message from the Acting Chairman                                      By Abe Far

Attending tne Bonsai-A-Thon is free, 
but does require registration at the 
Botanic Center. 
You can speed the proces by filling in 
the badge “ticket” to the right and 
showing it to the Bonsai-A-Thon 
registrar or the Huntington security 
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 Bonsai - A- Thon Participant

  Above, left, Bill Wawrychuk, new GSBF 
Huntington Collection Chair.

Above, right, entrance to the Bonsai 
Collection at the Huntington.



Bonsai-A-Thon XIX
Saturday & Sunday, February 28th & March 1st, 2015 

8:00AM – 4:30PM
We invite everyone – bonsai novices, enthusiasts and experts – to our annual fundraising 
event on behalf of the Golden State Bonsai Federation Collection at the Huntington. Find us 
at The Botanical Gardens’ Botanical Center Building, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, 
California.

Featuring
• Extensive Bazaar Area – Select vendors selling top-quality tools, pots and trees 

(raw material to display-ready); masterpiece trees on display
• Bonsai Exhibit – By the California Bonsai Society
• Demonstrations – Initial training and advanced styling by experts
• Daily Raffle & Auction – Demonstration and donated trees, pots, tools, etc.
• Guided Tours – Led by Jim Folsom, Director of the Huntington Botanical Gardens, 

at 10:00AM each day

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:00 AM – 9:30 AM Early bird registration and Pancake Breakfast
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM Bazaar and Bonsai Exhibits
9:00 AM ONLY ON SUNDAY: “Bring Your Own Tree” consulting 
 clinic – Expert solutions for any bonsai challenge. 
  Open to the public. $10 for 10 minutes.

 10:00 AM –11:30 AM Jim Folsom tours: Bonsai Court and nursery area
 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM    Initial styling and advanced refinement demonstrations

(see details below)
11:30 AM – 1:30 PM Hotdogs and Hamburgers Lunch
  (Registered Bonsai-A-Thon attendees may purchase 
! breakfast and lunch in the Head House west of the 
 Conservatory building) 

 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM Raffle and live auction

           Saturday Demonstrators
Kathy Benson, Bob Hilvers, Mel Ikeda, 

Peter Macasieb, Cesareo Perez.

Sunday Demonstrators
Frank Goya, Marcus Juniel, 

 Al Nelson, David Nguy

Bonsai styled by these experts will be available in the auctions and raffles. This is your chance 
to own a great tree with a pedigree!



In 2014, we’ve seen continued progress in the 
overall health of the bonsai collections. We are in the 
third year of our repotting program, and are on track 
to have all remaining trees in good soils within the next 
two years.

We had an incident of juniper blight earlier this 
year and a number of junipers, both domestic and 
native, were affected. We implemented a treatment 
program and most all are well on their way to 
recovery, with only one really continuing to show 
stress. That tree continues to be monitored.

Ray Blasingame continues to manage the GSBF 
Shohin collection, watering, fertilizing and regularly 
changing the display.

There were some acquisitions this past year 
through donations. Most are not collection quality and 
will be culled at future BATs.

During the months of August and September, the 
old bonsai court had a display in honor of John Naka, 
on the occasion of what would have been his 100th 
birthday. The display featured his trees from the 
collections and on loan from the family, plus trees 
from his long-time students, with plaques indicating 
the year they started studying with John. The display 
also featured a sign and the bronze JYN bust by noted 
Mexican sculptor, Guillermo Castaño.

In the coming year, it is my plan to reorganize the 
bonsai nursery somewhat. Part of the idea is to create 
some better microclimates for different tree species. 
What I’d like to see is one area with misters/foggers to 
provide added humidity for some species, and to also 
serve as a better “urgent care” location when trees 
are under stress. I also am working on getting some 
sort of reverse osmosis water system/storage for use 
in one part of our nursery. Species like azaleas and 
maples would do much better in our climate with 
better water quality and HG has offered the option of 
installing one of their old systems that are being 
upgraded or to install a tank and haul R/O water.

A third reason to “reorganize the nursery” will be 
to separate groups of trees that will be managed by 
different teams of volunteers, or by individuals who 
volunteer to handle the maintenance of select trees. 
This is part of a proposal under review for a 
comprehensive, community-based volunteer program 
that I’d hope could be launched this coming year. The 
plan calls for various “curation teams” to take on the 
responsibility for a set group of trees over a 
determined period. By separating groups of trees, we 
can better ensure that only assigned work by the 
proper people on specific trees is done. However, there 
are a number of things that have to happen before I 
can launch the program, including getting the wood 
moved from under the covered space. I don’t have a 
specific timetable, but the program is complete on 
paper.

The Bonsai-a-Thon continues to be a great means 
of reaching out to the public and we will continue to 
offer our children’s and parents’ workshops on the 
Saturday. This year, on Sunday we will hold an ongoing 
“Tree Clinic” that will be open to the public and allow 
anyone to bring in a tree and buy consulting time.

The Huntington also offered another round of 
Bonsai Gakko classes this year. This is a lecture-based, 
horticulturally focused introduction to the 
understanding and appreciation of fine art bonsai. It 

occurs over two consecutive weekends twice a year, 
and is designed for anyone interested in getting into 
bonsai. Attendees learn enough of the basic processes 
involved in the growing and maintenance of bonsai to 
become better beginning students for teachers 
offering classes in the Los Angeles area. The classes 
are marketed through the HG Education Department 
and all sessions have sold out to date.

One nice development has been the assumption of 
the first Thursday bonsai experts program by Bill 
Wawrychuk. He’s quickly jumped on board and gotten 
that program reorganized and I’m sure will reinvigorate 
what is a very important element in the relationship 
between HG and GSBF. This is the most visible of the 
GSBF programs at HG and the fact that it struggled for  
a few years (with only one dedicated continuous 
volunteer showing up every month over that time) did 
not reflect well on GSBF. Now, under Bill, I know the 
program will be better than ever.

Stepping in for Bob Ahlstrom at the GSBF 
convention in Sacramento, I accepted a check from the 
California Shohin Society for $7,000.00 from the 
proceeds of their 2014 event. I will be giving the 
check to Elizabeth Likes for deposit into the 
committee account.

GSBF Bonsai Collection News

November, 2014
Ted E. Matson

Ryan Neil at work on one of the bonsai in the Collection.
This and the photos on the following page by Keith Martin.



For More Information about the GSBF 
Bonsai Collection South

Chairman 
Bill Wawrychuk 

b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com
(818) 790-9415

Donations, Contact
Marge Blasingame

margeblasingame@att.net
626 579-0420

Newsletter Editor
Ellen Keneshea

Ekeneshea@socal.rr.com
818 521-7569

Golden State Bonsai Federation
http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/

Bonsai Collection at the Huntington
http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/huntington/ 

Financial Donations, Contact
Elizabeth Likes

lizlikes@aol.com
818 352-3064

Huntington Library,
Art Collections and Botanical Gardens

1151 Oxford Road
San Marino, CA 91108

http://www.huntington.org/ 
626 405-2100

Ryan Neil Work Session at The Huntington
On November 4-5, Ryan Neil came down for a second phase of his work on a number of old California junipers in the bonsai collections at 

The Huntington. This was a followup to a major repotting session from two years ago. At that time, a group of trees that had lost their stability 
over many years--mostly through base wood decay--needed quite complex anchoring to position them so they could recover in a manner that 
would preserve their bonsai potential.

Now, by allowing those trees to grow untouched for two years, all the trees had solid root masses (although still some fragile wood in some 
trees) and large volumes of healthy, mature foliage which indicated that it was ok to rework them into new designs based on the new stable 
growing positions. However, Ryan also pointed out that part of the effort on these trees has to include working them in a more appropriate 
manner to ensure that the refinement of the structure is reestablished and able to be maintained over time without producing the kind of coarse, 
vigorous regrowth that takes it away.

Working over two days with a group consisting of Kathy Benson, Russell Benson, Marge Blasingame, Ray Blasingame, Gary Castagnola, 
Dave MacLaren, Keith Martin, Mitch Matsey, Ted Matson and Bill Wawrychuk, Ryan gave each person instructions on how to properly clean out 
an old juniper, focussing on removing old, weak and unproductive foliage--mostly from the interiors--but leaving as much of the vibrant foliage 
masses on the ends of the branches as possible for health and recovery. And, multiple times he had to reinforce the value of that end growth 
and the importance of keeping it and not cutting or pinching any of the spiky tips off.

Once cleaned, Ryan discussed the design consideration for each tree, as they all had to be reworked now that the trees were stable in their 
new positions and the new foliage masses had filled out. This often meant major repositioning of old branches or trunk lines that had set over 
years of growing in their original positions.

Once a design plan had been agreed on, Ryan then had the assistant prep the tree for any major work. This often included wrapping some 
branches with raffia to protect them. In a few cases, Ryan split an older branch, smoothed off the surface, laid in heavy wire splines and 
wrapped the entire structure with wet raffia to prevent it from breaking when bent severely. Once each tree had been prepped, Ryan then did the 
major structural work, including applying heavy (#4 copper) wire and positioning primary branches, often with guy wires to help hold them in 
place.

The assistant then did a detailed wiring of the secondaries and tertiaries all the way to the foliage tips on the main branch on the tree. That 
allowed Ryan to come back and design the branch and its foliage masses so it could serve as a model when the tree is detailed. That will occur 
in about a month, after the trees have had a chance to recover from the heavy design work and start showing new bud formation.

Working this way, we were able to get through pretty much every tree that Ryan had worked on two years ago. And, each tree is now set 
upon a new course of design and development that will result in substantial improvement and a definite increase in artistic value.

Ted E. Matson
December 2014

Above. Ted Matson and Ryan Neil. 
Below, Kathy Benson
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